KEVIN McNAB

Kevin is one of our most determined, focused and competitive professional riders.  He rides an exhaustible amount of horses at most events and is a great producer of horses.  The energy and enthusiasm that he runs his huge operation in with is inspiring, and he freely admits to having tunnel vision when it comes to achieving his goals.  Kevin grew up in North Queensland on a dairy farm in Millaa Millaa, and stated his intentions early by asking for his first horse at 2years of age.  His non-horsey parents obliged and started the ball rolling on a career that will undoubtedly be one of the best Australia has produced. 
What sort of riding did you do initially?

I did anything that was around because there wasn’t a lot on.  I did pony club and everything that goes with it. My pony club instructor was Beryl Sabidina and I also did every clinic I could.  I always wanted to event, I don’t know why but I probably read about it in the Horse Magazine.  I think I did a couple of events but I wanted to take it a bit further so at 14 or 15 I relocated to boarding school at Kooralbyn International School.  It shut one year after I left but I swear it wasn’t my fault.  At Kooralbyn I started to have regular lessons with Tony and Traci Manca, and in year 12 I actually moved to their place.  After my HSC I spent a bit of time in Qld, I did dawn fill (packing shelves) at Coles, was a labourer during the day, and rode my horses at night. I probably had about 5 in work then.  I did that for 6 months and then moved to the Centre to do my Level 1 with Heath and Rozzie.  I was right amongst it, based at and around the centre for 4 years.  Heath was a great motivator and to be in such a competitive atmosphere was very intensive.  I have always ridden for Qld and had always planned to go back so I moved back to Vic and Nat’s Nichols place at Logan Village and had up to 30 horses on 15 acres.  I turned their place into a dust bowl and they never complained once.  Then my parents and I invested in our own place and started developing it.

You are fiercely competitive, John Carroll told me a story of you two playing squash and you just wouldn’t stop till you beat him in one game (note to reader, John Carroll is a seriously good squash player).

 I have a competitive nature, whether it’s athletics at school or playing pool with my mates at the local.  I couldn’t walk for days after playing squash with John, he thrashed me, I had no chance of beating him.

You ride up to 9 horses at an event, how do you do it?  Do you get tired?

It’s easy, I have good staff.  I don’t get tired until Sunday night (or Monday morning if the event is in NSW) when you get home.  Then we have a couple of quieter days.

So what’s a quiet day?

A late start in the morning, say 7 or 8.  Ride about 6 to 7 horses and only do a couple of lessons.

Right Mr Energy, so what’s a normal day then?

It depends what competitions are on, but in the week before an event, I’d ride between 8 to 10 horses and teach about 6 to 7 lessons.

Do you have days off of holidays?

I don’t have days off as such.  We are on holidays at the moment with EI but not generally.  The grooms here get a day off but the riders don’t always, they have to be in touch with the real world.

Do you have a bad day?

No not yet, although I am not a fan of riding in the rain at home.  I enjoy what I do, I don’t have a problem getting out of bed.  It’s a great atmosphere here, it’s not like going to work.

So what are you trying to achieve?  The Olympics?

I want to be the best that I can be, to have financial freedom and have my property set up how I want it.  Yeah, I want to go to the Olympics, everyone else is going so why not.  It’s not my prime motivation though, but I do want to compete at all the major events around the world.  
How does your business operate?

I do clinics and lessons, and I ride a lot of client’s horses.  I try to make a clear distinction between a business and a hobby.  The horses that I own and ride are my hobby and don’t have to be sold.  My riders (Kev has 2 riders that on an average day work 10 horses each) produce horses for sale purposes to keep the business ticking over.  Up until this year my own horses had to be sold to support the business, and I have sold so many good horses that I didn’t want to sell.  Now that I am set up, I don’t have to sell them.  This was always my aim but you have to make sacrifices along the way.
What’s your advice to people wanting to enter the industry?

If you are not having a real go then don’t bother.  It’s not something you can do in halves, there is no middle ground.  At some stage you will have to develop a system that produces results at the top level.  There are a few different systems but as long as you follow one and don’t switch around, you can be a professional.  That’s what I developed at the centre with Heath, which was a step along the way that I wouldn’t be here without.
